approaching the British Channel, a sea fell on board, and almost sunk her. She now became leaky, and the corn with which she was laden choked the pumps; half the men were sick, and all but the captain manifested singular apathy in contemplating the fate which awaited them. Some efforts were made to keep the leak under, by baling out the water in buckets. On the 28th, two of the crew were rescued by a Dutch vessel, and the mate was crushed to death between the vessels in a boat. Shortly afterwards the schooner sank, and two of her crew were drowned; the survivors, consisting of the captain, the cook, and one seaman, reached the long boat, which floated free. They had no provisions nor water on board the boat, and all three, especially the seaman, were hungry, weak with previous exertion, and labouring under ague. The weather was wet and cold, the sea was running high, and the boat required constant baling. The seaman died exhausted on the 29th. The survivors suffered at first severely from hunger, but the uneasy sensations from this cause soon passed away; their thirst was partly appeased by licking the rain drops off the thwarts of the boat; the cook, contrary to the advice of the captain, also drank sea-water. On the evening of the 3d November (the sixth day of exposure in the boat), the cook died; his death was preceded by delirium. The captain had not strength to heave the body overboard ; his legs became benumbed, he began to find his mind wandering?to see sights and hear sounds which he knew had no real existence ; he continued to suffer from thirst, and from a pain in the right side of the chest. He had, however, sufficient resolution to abstain from tasting the sea-water, and kept the boat afloat by baling with a tin canister. On the morning of the 5th November, after fully eight days ex- posure in an open boat, without a morsel of food, and only a few rain-drops for drink,cold,wet,and exhausted, almost speechless, unable to walk or even to stand, with hollow eyes and ghastly countenance, he was taken on board the Anne of Poole. He was now treated in the most kind and judicious manner, and when put ashore on the 17th November, at Kingston, in Ireland, was so far recruited as to be able to write to his friends. He returned to Leith on the 22d November, and from this period his case had been watched by Dr Paterson. Sloughs, which had formed on the feet, separated, and the sores healed readily ; he gained flesh fast, and by the middle of December was able to go about. On the 22d December, after exposure for some hours to a frosty air in the country, he was seized with a severe rigor, which he believed to be a return of ague. Pain in the right side soon succeeded, together with cough, rusty sputa, and feverishness.
There were dulness on percussion in lower part of right side of chest, and dry crepitation was audible over surface of right lung. These symptoms yielded to appropriate treatment; but on the night of the 29th December he suddenly became sensible of extreme dyspnoea, and of acute pain, stretching from the epigastrium round the right side to the spine; the dulness of right, side continued. On the 31st there was marked resonance observed on percussiug the right side ; the pulse was small and feeble ; respiration laborious. He died on the 9th January 1849.
On dissection, the right lung was found reduced to the size of the fist, flattened, and tied down to the spine by recent lymph. There were two pints of flaky serum, and a quantity of air in the right sac of the pleura. At the inferior portion of the lower lobe of the lung, there was a cavity of the size of a walnut, lined with delicate blue membrane, communicating with a large bronchial tube above, directly and freely, and opening below by a^small narrow slit into the cavity of the right pleura. The cavern contained a little white tenacious mucus ; the tissue surrounding it was somewhat condensed ; there was no appearance either of gangrene or of tubercle in any part of the lung. The precise morbid process which led to the formation of the cyst could not be determined. It was probably formed during the patient's exposure in the open boat in October ; and perforation of the pleura must have taken place on the 29th December during the apparent convalescence from pneumonia. In the latter part of his communication, Dr Paterson instanced a number of cases in which hunger and thirst had been endured for long periods. The sensation of thirst had been mitigated in the instance of Captain Bligh and his companions, by wearing their clothes after saturating them with sea-water. In the case of the poor captain of the Jacky, courage and hope, which never forsook him, probably contributed to support him under protracted sufferings.
The President remarked that authentic cases, such as Dr Paterson had brought forward, contradicted the commonly received doctrine, that three days was the extreme time for which absolute fasting could be endured. There seemed considerable difference in the powers of endurance possessed by persons in health, and by those labouring under certain diseases. Fever patients had been known to live for fourteen days upon toast and water.
Dr Douglas Maclagan instanced the case of a miner, who, in consequence of a fall of earth, was confined in a coal pit for three and twenty days, and during the whole of this period subsisted upon a mere morsel of buttered cake. He had access to the water of the mine, and occasionally chewed some tobacco during his captivity. ANALYSES 3dly. That the changes which the blood underwent up to the period of reaction, consisted in a concentration of the serum from loss of water, and a loss of salts almost proportionate to the amount of water abstracted. 4thlv. That the proportion of salts was lower during reaction or convalescence than during the progress of the disease. For every 1000 parts of water, there existed during the early stage 9'7j during early collapse 9'2, during collapse 9*1, and during reaction only 8*4 parts of mineral constituents of the serum. That consequently the phenomena of the stage of collapse could not be due to the loss of salts, and that the saline treatment did not rest upon a good theoretical foundation. 5thly. That the changes observed during reaction were probably due, in part, to absorption of fluid into the circulation, and consequent dilution of the blood. This absorption sufficiently accounted for the small per centage of inorganic serous solids during reaction, and might assist in explaining the marked diminution of the organic serous solids. 6thly. That during reaction the fibrine was often proportionately increased, and that there was reason to believe that blood corpuscules were at the same time rapidly formed. 7thly. That the albumen which was withdrawn from the circulation, was metamorphosed, converted into tissues, excreted by the bowels, and in most cases likewise excreted by the kidneys. In nearly eighty per cent, of the urines examined during convalescence, albumen was detected ; its absence might accordingly be regarded as exceptional. 8thly. That the formation and retention of urea in the blood was always to be dreaded during reaction, and hence that the use of diuretic remedies, and especially of such as were believed to possess the property of expelling urea from the system, was clearly indicated. Tabular statements of the analyses were exhibited.
Dr Christison inquired if an experiment which he had made during the former epidemic, and which proved that the dark blood of cholera was yet quite susceptible of arterialisation, had been confirmed on this visit of the dis- Having got the patient to swallow some brandy, he proceeded immediately to restore the inverted organ to its place. With this view, grasping the tumour with the right hand, and firmly compressing that part of it which had been last invex-ted so as to diminish its bulk, he pressed it steadily upwards and slightly forwards in the direction of the axis of the brim, while, with the left hand over the pubis, he endeavoured so to moderate the amount of upward pressure as to prevent the danger of tearing the organ from its vaginal connexion. In this way, and after a few efforts, the return of the uterus was so far accomplished as to leave only a portion of its fundus depressed about the size of half an orange. And now, applying his fingers circularly around this remaining part of the tumour, and continuing to exercise compression of its bulk with the steady pressure upwards, it suddenly bounded from his hand with the elastic spring of a piece of caoutchouc. The reduction being now complete, the hand was carried onwards to the fundus, and moved along its external surface, while brisk friction was practised externally, with the view of provoking the uterine fibres to contraction. For some time these means were ineffectual, the uterine parietes remaining soft and flaccid, while blood continued to ooze from the mouths of the vessels, reducing still lower the ebbing powers of the patient. With much difficulty one drachm of ergot, in brandy, was swallowed, and warm flannels were applied assiduously to the epigastrium and extremities, and by stead}' perseverance in the frictions externally, such degree of uterine contraction was at length established as was sufficient to put a stop to the hemorrhage, and prevent a return of inversion.
But although the means were thus far successful, the patient never rallied, the pulse at the wrist never returned, the power of swallowing was lost, and she fell into a protracted syncope, and after a convulsive movement expired.
Judging from the lacerated appearance of the funis, after birth, Dr Z. had at first too hastily concluded, that the cause of inversion in this unfortunate case had been undue traction on the cord, before the uterus had sufficiently contracted to separate and throw down the placenta. But in this view he was probably mistaken, as the medical attendant assured him that no violence had been employed, and no difficulty experienced in the removal of the placentary mass; and that the cord, though feeble, was of the ordinary length, and not twisted around any part of the infant. The child had been rapidly expelled. Continued contiguity to the sick, confined apartments and want of ventilation in these, and the officious crowding of friends or strangers into the house of the affected persons, have certainly appeared to me the chief imtnediate causes of the rapid diffusion of this disease. None of the surgeons, who generally remain only a short time in each house, has been affected in this district, but several nurses, as has been mentioned, have fallen victims to it. Whenever I have been able to enforce due attention to isolation and ventilation, I have seen no instance in which more than one individual became affected in a house ; whereas, where this has not been attended to, the list of instances in which more than one person has been seized in a family is truly startling. Reckoning nurses or attendants upon the sick, for the time being, as members of the family, I am aware, including the whole cases, of forty-seven instances in which two in the same house became affected; of twenty-three instances in which three in the same house became affected ; of three instances in which four became affected ; of six instances in which five became affected ; of four instances in which six became affected ; of two instances in which seven became affected ; and of one instance in which eight in one room were affected. In two confined and filthy tenements, included More children under fourteen years of age were seized with it than adults; but on the whole they seemed to withstand the virulence of the disease better, and recovered more easily, than the old people; nearly all the fatal cases were of adults. Those of intemperate habits stood the disease worst of all ; although living in comfortable houses, with plenty of food and fire, they suffered more, and died in a shorter time, than those who lived in damp localities, exposed to both cold and hunger.
Larkhall is about four miles south from Hamilton; and the nearest place where cholera prevailed at the time it first appeared, was Coatbridge, about twelve miles distant.
[May, On the 6th January 1849, another case occurred; this was the only one that did not terminate fatally ; and, so far as known to me, was not exposed directly or indirectly to the choleraic contagion.
On the 27th January a young man, John Walsh, from Selkirk, "en route" to Thornhill, was was an old woman behind the church-yard, in the second division of the village, who also died ; she had no communication with any one out of the village. The third case was an Irish labourer, who was at his work when seized ; hia lodging was in the neighbourhood of the church-yard, though not immediately adjoining it, and in one of the worst houses in the village, a horse and pigs having been kept in the house, and the dung-pits at the back of it were in a shocking state. A number more of this man's family became affected with the disease.
The cholera went on after this spreading rapidly on the alluvial flai, and around the church-yard, infesting the same houses, and selecting the same families and even individuals, as had been affected with typhus fever, in an epidemic which prevailed very extensively in the village in the summer of 1847. In the third locality, the new portion, only a single case occurred, and the man from previous bad health was in poor circumstances, and thus, perhaps from both causes, predisposed to the disease?he recovered.
The evidence here seems rather against contagion, as none of the medical attendants were seized; the assistants also all escaped with the exception of a nurse, but as she was taken from a lodging in one of the worst localities, this ought to go for nothing. From a report of the statistics of the universities and colleges of the United States for the session 1847-8, it appears that the number of students at present undergoing their studies in these establishments amount to 4033, the number of graduates to 1096, and these from thirty-seven universities and colleges.
FEES FROM INSURANCE COMPANIES.
The Manchester Medico-Ethical Association has been attempting to procure the payment of fees to the medical referees of applicants for life assurance. They proposed half a guinea for policies under L.oOO, and a guinea for those at and above L.500. After a protracted correspondence, fifteen offices have consented to pay ; forty-one will not pay; and sixty-two did not reply to the circular.
The names of the fifteen offices are given?they do not include one Scotch company.
